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INTRODUCTION ;

https://www.cast-animal-health.com/portfolio/colostrum-
management-animation/




Learning activities, you will learn about;

* how to influence the quality of colostrum

* the uniqueness of colostrum

e the importance of colostrum

* how to ensure the quality of colostrum.

* how to maintain the quality of colostrum
outside the cow’s udder.




Background....................

To raise a calf without colostrum is impossible.
Colostrum is a valuable “piece of gold” that
plays an important role in the future live of the
calf.

Future performance of the calf depends on the
guality and quantity of the cow's colostrum on
the moment of calving.

A well-known fact is that a dairy calf is born
with a low energy reserve, meaning that al the
resistance against foreign pathogens comes
from the colostrum(see picture)

The management is responsible for the quality
and quantity of the colostrum produced by the
cow.
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DRY COW
MANAGEMENT







Before colostrum collection you must take
away all the risks of contamination by
bacteria.

* Wash the udder and teats.

e Clip the udder.







Mastitis Check

Before suckling
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After calving; the cow must be milked as soon as possible to harvest
the highest quality colostrum. Immediately after calving the dilution
process starts and the quality will decrease rapidly.




Colostral IgG, % of control
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The effect of delayed colostrum collection relative to
calving on colostral IgG concentration(% of control) in
Holstein COWS moore etal 2005).

After collection quality will remain the same. Storage in a
cool (refrigerator) place required.







Quantity Check;

1. 6 litres of colostrum within 30 minutes after parturitior

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bL59AxJP_fA

Quality Check;

“yellow” colour is an indication of good quality .

Thickness is also an indication of good quality.

Colostrum balls.

Colostrum density meter is a very helpful tool to determine the quality (I1gG’s)
Brix meter is reliable tool as well. (https://youtu.be/FIPModu8uzY)
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Manual MS Colostro Balls
The MS Colostro Balls measures the density of the colostrum. Throw the MS Colostro Balls in the colostrum and read how
many MS Colostro Balls will float.

Colostro-Balls to the surface Density gr/dm’ Quality
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Measuring temperature: 20°C - 30°C

After use, clean up Immediately, Not warmer than 60°C. Do not freeze or microwave.
Do not administer the MS Colostro Balls to the calf.

The MS Colostro Balls consists of 2 red, 1 orange and 3 green cylinders.













H.O max 60° Celsius




