
Theme 9: Animal Health

USE AND STORAGE OF VETERINARY 
MEDICINES ON DAIRY FARMS (Level 1)

Topic Training & information Content

9.1 Introduction to Animal health (Prevention vs curative health care) 

9.2 Health signals

9.3 Biosecurity of dairy farms

9.4 Tick born diseases (Prevention and treatment) 

9.5 Worm infections (Prevention and treatment) 

9.6 Vaccination schedule and planning 

9.7 Mastitis prevention and treatment 

9.8 California Mastitis Test

9.9 Usage and storage of veterinary medicines on dairy farms

9.10 Administering of medicines to dairy cows

9.11 Instruction use of injectors into teat canal

9.12 Key performance indicators (KPIs) for monitoring health status of dairy herd



1. You will learn about (learning 
objectives):

❑ How to handle and store veterinary 
medicines properly on the farm.

❑ How to record drug use.
❑ Expiry of the products.
❑ To deal with withdrawal periods.



2. Introduction

• Veterinary medicines helps you to keep your cattle healthy (can cure cattle).
• But they are also poisonous.
• There are rules to observe when handling them.



3. Rule 1: Cupboard

Store medicines in a place that can be locked.

• A cupboard will do.
• Lock with a key so that children have no access.
• Do store medicines separately, not with other 

goods, especially not with food or feed.

Records



4. Rule 2: Light

Keep medicines away from (sun)light.



5. Rule 3: Light

Keep medicines on room temperature, on a place which stays relatively cool.

• When refrigeration is needed, it will be mentioned on the label.

Storage conditions are always 
mentioned on the labels



6. Rule 4: Record

Keep records (a log book).

• Write down which medicines you bought.
• The more details you write down, the more helpful 

it is to you and your advisor (e.g. 
veterinarian/extensionist).



7. Rule 5: Stock

Keep your medicine stock low.

• Medicines have expiry dates.
• Do not use them when expired.
• Having a stock is expensive! Buy just what is 

necessary.



8. Rule 6: Expiry date

First In First Out.

• Make sure you use first bought 
medicines first.

On the bottle the batch number and 
expiry date will be stamped on it.



9. Rule 7: Withdrawal Period

Beware of Withdrawal periods.

• Withdrawal period is the time meat 
or milk cannot be consumed after 
injection.

• Withdrawal periods are always 
mentioned on the bottle.

The withdrawal period will always 
be mentioned on the label.



10. Rule 8: Disposal

Dispose and use medicines in a proper way.

• Medicines are poisons.
• To dispose, ask your veterinarian about disposal 

options.
• Do not pollute the environment.



11. Rule 9: Protect

Protect yourself from coming into contact with 
medicines.

• Wear gloves, cover your skin and wear safety 
glasses.

• Alternatively ask your veterinarian or extension 
worker how to protect yourself properly and for 
which medicine.



12. Rule 10: Keep your cattle healthy

Protect yourself from coming into contact with 
medicines.

• The ultimate aim is to keep your cattle healthy. 
The healthier the cattle, the less medicines you 
need.

- END -
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